MAJOR   CHARACTERISTICS

Forestry : Nalgonda district does not contain
large or important forests. Of a total geographical
area of 1,424,000 hectares, forests occupy 82,254
hectares which is about 6% of the total area of the
district. Mcstofthe forests in the district worth
the name are left in two or three taluks namely
Devarakonda, Miryalguda and Ramannapet. In
other taluks, they are either absent or negligible.
The forest vegetation of the district belongs to the
dry deciduous tropical thorn forest type of the
Krishna basin. The flora is generally associated
with stunted growth of Ippa, Tirman, Sandra,
Abnas, Satin, Narlinga Amaltas, Tarvar, Kanugu,
Tamarind and Seethaphal etc. The undergrowth
generally consists fodder grass The wood from
the forests of the district is fit only for fuel and for
agricultural implements like ploughs. Plantation
area raised by forest department upto 1981 is 500
hectares for fuel and 49 hectares for Eucalyptus.

Minerals : Generally the district is poor in
mineral wealth. The only deposit so far found to
be of economic value is the clay (Kaolin) deposit
near Chintrala. The Palnad lime stones in the
southern fringe of the district are a good source
for cement industry. Calcium carbonate content
varies from 76% to 87% with Magnesium carbonate
in traces. Investigations of Wazirabad-Medla-
cheruvu areas revealed the existence of almost
inexhaustible quantities of cement grade lime-
stone based on the potentiality of cement grade
lime stone. There are four cement factories viz.,
Rasi Cement Limited, Deccan Cement Limited.
Nagarjuna Cement Limited and Sagar Cement
Limited. Quartz is also found in many localities.
It is used for abrasive purposes and it is best
because of sharp angles. Talukwise mineral
resources for the year 1981-82 are as follows.

Talukwise Mineral Sources

Taluk

Ramannapet, Devarakonda
and Nidamanur

Miryalaguda
Huzurnagar and Kodad

Minerals
Quartz

Quartz,
Lime Stone

Lime Stone

Electricity : Rural electrification has been
undertaken in a big way during the decade from
1971 to 1981 and it is one of the most important
constituents of the infrastructure for any industrial
development in the modern sense and power is
more and more essential for the economic develop-
ment of the villages. As on 31-12-1979, about 883
villages out of IJ15 total inhabited villages were
electrified forming 79.19% of the total Villages in
the district. At the end of 1981, the number of
services provided for different categories were as
follows:

Categorywise Services

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Domestic
Non-Domestic
Industrial
Agriculture
Public lighting
Public water

51,350

9,515

3,043

44,851

845

214

Total

109,818

Agriculture : Nalgonda is predominantly an
agricultural district. The major crops of the
district are paddy, jowar, bajra. groundnut and
castor. The total cultivable area is 752,882
hectares. The area having irrigation facilities is
239,620 hectares while the area under dry
cultivation is 513,262 hectares. The main irrigation
sources are left canal of Nagarjuna Sagar project
in Miryalguda Taluk, Musi project in Suryapet
Taluk and Dindi project in Devarakonda Taluk. The
district stood first in the State in the coverage of
area under bajra crop. The normal area under this
crop during the year 1981-82 was 109,039 hectares.

Animal Husbandry : The number of veterinary
institutions at 1981 comprised 10 Veterinary Hospi-
tals, 50 livestock supervisory units, one ambulatory
clinic, 154 livestock institutions, one district
clinical laboratory and one liver fluke control
scheme laboratory. Deputy Director being the
head at the district level and is responsible for
implementing all the schemes, The livestock
census as per 1983 is as follows :